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OBRANA DUBROVACKE REPUBLIKE

Cavtatske

Franz Joseph Sandmann, Ragusa Vecchia, 1847.
(obojena litografija prema crtezu Johanna Hogelmiillera / colored lithograph based on the drawing by Johann Hégelmtller)

‘ Cavtatske zidine danas su sacuvane tek djelomice. Prezivjele su
ratove i burna stoljec¢a, ali su krajem 19. i pocetkom 20. stoljeca u
velikoj mjeri porusene ili rasprodane. Ipak, KneZev dvor i dijelovi zidina
jos uvijek svjedoce o utvrdenjima koja su stoljecima stitila juzni prag
Dubrovacke Republike i snazno obiljeZila povijest Konavala.
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15. stolje¢u Cavtat je bio jedan od najambicioznijih urbanisticko-voj-
Unih pothvata Dubrovacke Republike. Nakon otkupa istocnog dijela
Konavala od bosanskog vojvode Sandalja Hraniéa 1419. godine, Dubrova¢-
ka Republika otkupila je i njihov zapadni dio. Odmah po procjeni sigurno-
snih prijetnji s istoka, zapocela je plansku izgradnju obrambenih fortifi-
kacija na poluotoku Ratu. U antic¢ko doba tu je stajao rimski Epidaurum.

Vec 1429. dubrovacki je Senat donio odluku da se taj cavtatski poluotok
odvoji od kopna kanalom Sirine dvadesetak metara. Zahvat je bio ozbi-
ljan i hitan, pa je nakon izvida terena troc¢lana komisija izradila precizan
prijedlog za njegovu izvedbu. Naime, nakon ostvarene kupoprodaje u 1427.
bosanski vojvoda Radoslav Pavlovi¢ nije se mirio s gubitkom tog teritorija
i Dubrovéanima je osporavao pravo na nj. Ta nesnosljivost ¢e 1430. godine
kulminirati otvorenim sukobom, u povijesti poznatom kao Konavoski rat.
Dubrovacka Republika je takoder Zustro reagirala apelima bosanskome
kralju Tvrtku II. Tvrtkovi¢u i Sandalju Hranicu, ali i ugarskome kralju Si-
gismundu, pa ¢ak i Mle¢anima, a oglasila je i bogatu nagradu onome tko
usmrti ili Zivoga privede vojvodu Radoslava. Uslijedili su pregovori, pa mir
sklopljen 1432. godine. Radoslav je nastavio poslovati s Dubrovackom Re-
publikom.

U meduvremenu je kanal ozidan do razine tla i preko njega je izgraden
most. Usto, Cavtat je s istoka trebalo opasati zidinama, pa je podignut for-
tifikacijski pojas s kulama, puskarnicama i ophodnim putom. Uski otvori
u zidinama, kakve i danas moZemo vidjeti na njihovom oc¢uvanom dije-
lu, prilagodeni su onodobnoj tehnologiji vatrenog oruZja, a dva masivna
zidna krila zalazila su u more i tako onemogucivala nepozvan ulazak u

Cavtatske zidine (danasnji ostatci), 15. st. / Cavtat town walls (today’s remains), 15™ ct.
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Puskarnica »na kljuanicu« u cavtatskim
zidinama, 15. st. / Keyhole-style loophole (gun
slit) in the walls of Cavtat, 15™ ct.

Cavtat. S obzirom na to da je Cavtat
bio klju¢no srediSte sustava evaku-
acije i obrane Konavala, nakon prvo-
bitnoga kneza ovdje je stalno boravio
vojni kapetan s posadom.

Isto tako, Cavtat je planski organi-
ziran unutar zidina: nove parcele ras-
poredene su pravilno, ulice na potezu
sjever-jug okomito presijecaju Prije-
ko. Potonja je, doduse, zadrzala blago
zakrivljenje uzduZz hrpta poluotoka,
i to zato $to je pratila trasu decuma-
nusa rimskog Epidaura uz kojega je u
antici prolazio vodovod iz Vodovade.

Premda su pojedine parcele bile
omedene visokim zidovima, c¢ime
se zapravo ciljalo ostvarenju drugo-
stupanjske fortifikacije, godine 1451.
herceg Stjepan Kosaca uspio je za-
uzeti Cavtat. Prije povlacenja dao
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Katastarski plan, 1837. / Cadastral plan, 1837.

je srusiti njegove zidine, pa ih je Du-
brovacka Republika trebala obnoviti.
Kao i prethodne, ove radove izveli su
Konavljani u dobi od 16 do 60 godina
Zivota, pod nadzorom drZavnih povje-
renika i inZenjera. Premda su gradili
vlastitu utvrdu, odnosno skloniste,
njihov rad ipak nije bio dobrovoljan,
nego drZavna obveza usporediva s
vojnom sluzbom.

Na utvrdenju Cavtata angaZiran
je i vrhunski talijanski hidrotehnicar
i graditelj Onofrio di Giordano de la
Cava. Tijekom boravka u Dubrovniku
(1436. — 1443.), glasoviti graditelj oprav-
dao je ukazano povjerenje: uspjesSno
je proveo radove na uspostavi vodo-
vodnog sustava u Dubrovniku, na
pregradnji KneZeva dvora nakon po-
Zara 1435. te na izgradnji obrambenih
zidina u Stonu i Cavtatu (1441.).

Zato nije slucajno da se na veduti
Dubrovnika u opseZznom djelu Jaco-
pa Filippa Forestija Supplementum
Chronicarum — onodobnom bestselle-
ru s opetovanim i prosirenim izdanji-
ma — istaknuto prikazuje i Onofrijeva
fontana. Njezin simboli¢ki prikaz (na
lokaciji Velike fontane prikazan je lik
Male fontane) nalazimo i u kapital-
nom djelu Forestijeva suvremenika

Konrada von Grilinenberga (1487). U
razdoblju rastu¢e osmanske prijetnje
cavtatske su zidine dodatno ojacane
kulama i produzenim krilima. Crtez

austrijskoga porucnika Johanna Ho-
gelmiillera iz 1845. zorno prikazuje dio
utvrdenja, a Citav fortifikacijski su-
stav izgraden na potezu Luka Cavtat
(Porto di Ragusa Vecchia) — Uvala
Tiha (Valle Tiha) vidljiv je na katastar-
skom planu iz 1837. godine.

Cavtatske zidine danas su sacuva-
ne tek djelomice. PreZivjele su ratove i
burna stolje¢a, ali su krajem 19. i pocet-
kom 20. stolje¢a u velikoj mjeri poru-
Sene ili rasprodane. Ipak, KneZev dvor
i dijelovi zidina jo$ uvijek svjedoce o
utvrdenjima koja su stolje¢ima Stiti-
la juzni prag Dubrovacke Republike i
snazno obiljezila povijest Konavala.
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Cavtatske zidine (ostatci u 19. st.), 15. st. / Cavtat town walls (remains in the 19 ct.), 15™ ct.

The walls of Cavtat survive
‘ ‘ today only in part. They
weathered wars and turbulent
centuries, but were largely demolished
or sold off piecemeal in the late 19"
and early 20" centuries. Even so,
the Rector’s Palace and sections of
the walls still stand as testament to
the fortifications that for centuries
guarded the southern gateway of the
Republic of Ragusa — and left a lasting
mark on the history of Konavle.

29 Vinko Rozic|

n the 15™ century, Cavtat represented one of the

most ambitious urban and military accomplish-
ments of the Republic of Ragusa, as Dubrovnik was
known at that time. Following the purchase of the
eastern part of Konavle from the Bosnian duke San-
dalj Hrani¢ in 1419, the Republic went on to acquire
the western part as well. An immediate assessment
of security threats from the east prompted the sys-
tematic construction of defensive fortifications on
the Rat peninsula — the very site where the Roman
city of Epidaurum had stood in antiquity.

As early as 1429, the Ragusan Senate resolved to
separate the Cavtat peninsula from the mainland by
cutting a canal roughly 20 metres wide. The under-
taking was considered urgent and serious: following
an on-site survey, a three-member commission drew
up a detailed plan for its execution. The urgency
was well-founded. After the sale was completed in
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THE DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF RAGUSA
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Konrad von Griinenberg, Beschreibung der Reise von Konstanz nach Jerusalem, 1487.
Konrad von Griinenberg, Description of the Journey from Constance to Jerusalem, 1487

1427, the Bosnian duke Radoslav Pav-
lovi¢ refused to accept the loss of the
territory and contested Ragusa’s right
to it. This hostility came to a head in
1430 with open armed conflict, known
to history as the War of Konavle. The
Republic responded vigorously, ap-
pealing to the Bosnian king Tvrtko
IT Tvrtkovi¢, to Sandalj Hrani¢, to the
Hungarian king Sigismund, and even
to Venice — and went so far as to of-
fer a substantial reward for anyone
who could kill or capture Duke Ra-
doslav alive. Negotiations eventually
followed, and peace was concluded in
1432. Radoslav went on to resume com-
mercial relations with the Republic.
In the meantime, the canal had
been excavated and lined with stone
to ground level, and a bridge was built
across it. Cavtat also needed to be en-
closed by walls on its eastern side, so
a defensive belt was raised, complete
with towers, arrow loops, and a patrol
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walkway. The narrow openings in the
walls — still visible today on the sur-
viving sections — were designed to
suit the firearm technology of the pe-
riod. Two massive wall wings extended
into the sea on either side, making it
impossible to enter Cavtat without au-
thorisation. As Cavtat was the key hub
of Konavles evacuation and defence
system, a military captain and his
garrison were permanently stationed
there, alongside the civil governor.

The town within the walls was
also carefully planned: new plots
were laid out in a regular grid, with
streets running north-south and
cutting perpendicularly across the
main thoroughfare, Prijeko. Prijeko
itself retained a slight curve along the
spine of the peninsula — following
the line of the Roman decumanus of
Epidaurum, alongside which an an-
cient aqueduct from Vodovada had
once run.
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Although individual plots were
enclosed by high walls — a delib-
erate measure intended to create a
secondary line of fortification — in
1451 Duke Stjepan Kosaca nonethe-
less managed to seize Cavtat. Before
withdrawing, he ordered the walls
demolished, leaving the Republic of
Ragusa to rebuild them. As with the
original construction, this work was
carried out by the men of Konavle be-
tween the ages of 16 and 60, under the
supervision of state commissioners
and engineers. Although they were
building their own fortress and place
of refuge, their labour was not volun-
tary — it was a civic obligation, com-
parable to military service.

The celebrated Italian hydraulic
engineer and master builder Onofrio
di Giordano de la Cava was also en-
gaged in the fortification of Cavtat.
During his years in Dubrovnik (1436—
1443), this renowned builder more
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Palaca cavtatskog kapetana (KneZev dvor) s
ostatkom zidina na zapadu, 1555. — 1558.
The Captain’s Palace (Rector's Palace) with
remains of the western town walls, 1555-1558.

than justified the trust placed in
him: he successfully completed the
construction of Dubrovnik's water
supply system, the reconstruction of
the Rector's Palace following the fire
of 1435, and the building of defensive
walls at Ston and Cavtat (1441).

[t is no coincidence, then, that On-
ofrio’s Fountain features prominently
in a view of Dubrovnik published in
Jacopo Filippo Foresti's wide-ranging
work Supplementum Chronicarum —
a bestseller of its day, reprinted and
expanded several times. A symbolic
depiction of Onofrios Great Foun-
tain, showing an image of the Small
Fountain, can also be found in the
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Giacomo Filippo Foresti da Bergamo, Supplementum chronicarum orbis ab initio mundi, 1490.

major work of Foresti's contemporary
Konrad von Grilinenberg (1487). As
the Ottoman threat grew, the walls
of Cavtat were further strengthened
with additional towers and extended
wings. A drawing by Austrian lieu-
tenant Johann Hégelmiiller, made in
1845, clearly depicts part of the forti-
fications, while the entire defensive
system — stretching from Cavtat
Harbour (Porto di Ragusa Vecchia) to
Tiha Cove (Valle Tiha) — is visible on
a cadastral plan dating from 1837.

The walls of Cavtat survive today
only in part. They weathered wars
and turbulent centuries, but were
largely demolished or sold off piece-
meal in the late 19™ and early 20™
centuries. Even so, the Rector's Palace
and sections of the walls still stand as
testament to the fortifications that
for centuries guarded the southern
gateway of the Republic of Ragusa —
and left a lasting mark on the history
of Konavle.
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