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Mikrokultura kao izvorište i
perpetuum mobile fenomena cavtatskog vaterpola

Vinko Rožić
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Vaterpolo je s hladnih obala viktorijanske Engleske 19. stoljeća preplivao oceane i etablirao se kao prvi
ekipni olimpijski šport. Nakon toga, premda nesrazmjerno, postupno je uključen u nacionalne
športske institucije većine država. U Cavtatu se počeo igrati tijekom ranih 1920-ih. Iako je prošlo punih
pedeset godina prije negoli je u Cavtatu službeno osnovan vaterpolski klub, vaterpolo se ovdje,
potpomognut povoljnim mikrokulturnim uvjetnostima, neprestano razvijao.

Konsekventno, Cavtat, dakle mjesto s tek 2153 stanovnika (Državni zavod za statistiku, popis 2011.),
dosad je stvorio brojne vrhunske vaterpoliste, među kojima i osam olimpijaca. Budući da je cavtatska
mikrokultura, kao povoljan čimbenik u razvoju vaterpola, ostala neizmijenjena, u navedenu se smislu
može karakterizirati kao svojevrstan perpetuum mobile. Ako nam je predviđanja temeljiti na
povijesnim pokazateljima i na visokoj razini popularnosti vaterpola u Cavtatu danas, onda jedino od
svih športova, vaterpolu u Cavtatu možemo predvidjeti svijetlu budućnost, odnosno nastavak
fenomena cavtatskog vaterpola.
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ENGLISH  ·  SUMMARY

Microculture as the Source and Perpetuum Mobile of Cavtat’s Water Polo Phenomenon

From the cold shores of Victorian England in the nineteenth century, water polo swam across the
oceans and established itself as the first Olympic team sport. Thereafter, although at varying rates, it
was gradually incorporated into the national sporting institutions of most countries. Water polo
began to be played in Cavtat in the early 1920s. Although a full fifty years passed before a water polo
club was officially established there, the sport continued to develop, supported by favourable local
microcultural conditions.

Consequently, Cavtat, a town of just 2,153 inhabitants (Croatian Bureau of Statistics, 2011 census), has
produced numerous outstanding water polo players, including eight Olympians. Since Cavtat's
microculture, a favourable factor in the sport's development, has remained unchanged, it can be
regarded as a kind of perpetuum mobile. If predictions are to be based on historical evidence and the
sport's high level of popularity in Cavtat today, then water polo is the one sport for which we can
foresee a bright future in the town and the continuation of the Cavtat water polo phenomenon.
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